from production to retail distribution were compared.
Various divergencies were noted. Retail prices increase more rapidly than production prices (9.4 p. 100 against 6.3 p. 100). The increase at the intermediate levels lies between these two figures.
The distribution of margin increases over the whole pig production sector differs according to products. The overall pig channel includes three different branches : fresh meat, salted or cured processed pork products and ham.
The branch of salted or cured processed meat products has the highest purchase margin improvement, followed by the retail distribution of fresh meat and processed pork products.
On the other hand, the slaughtering and cutting branch which is also highly industrialized has some difficulties in improving its margin.
Differences in working expenses can to a certain extent explain these differences in the price behaviour. It could also be explained by the structural differences and the harder competition prevailing in the slaughtering branch.
The output of the pig channel has a regulatory impact on the fluctuations of pig meat prices, nevertheless, these fluctuations remain perceptible at the retail distribution level.
